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which might be demanded. . . . And thus the Jew stood up
strongly in his matter and he spent a large sum of his own
money and he bought myriads of sheep and oxen and he
appointed butchers and cooks and he was ready in a most
wonderful fashion on the condition that in every month of
days silver and money should be collected for the Sahib
Diwan because the Treasury was empty and it was destitute
of money and not even the smallest coin was to be found
therein. And he wrote letters and sent to the various countries,
but the Jew was unable to collect anything. And thus the
whole of his possessions came to an end and as he was unable
to stand in a work such as he was doing—he left and fled." *
As can be inferred from the duty entrusted to Rashld
ad-Daula, he was a physician by profession, to whom the duty
of supervising the commissariat of the Il-Khan could be
entrusted. It is probable that under Abaqa and Arghiin he
had already established a reputation as physician and possibly
as administrator. In any case, the Jew Jlashid ad-Daula
was summoned at a highly critical juncture to deal with a
grave situation. However, after great but fruitless efforts
he was compelled to drop his public career once again.
Under Ghazan (1295-1304), the successor of Gaykhatii, it
was no longer possible for a Jew to hold a prominent position
at the Court. It was Ghazan who finally broke with
the heathen past of his forefathers and with all idea of
a Christian-Mongolian Crusade, and became a Muslim.2
This step, with all its effect on world history, meant the
triumph of Islam in Asia over Mongolian paganism as well
as over Oriental Christianity.3 This also caused the Jewish
1	Bar Hebrseus, loo. cit.
2	Cf. the chapter ^| jU £L*\ ^2 in Zettersteen, Beitrage* pp. 34 ff.
3	It is an interesting historical coincidence that the year 1291, which sealed
the fete of Oriental Jewry as a result of the downfall of Sa'd ad-Daula,
also saw the end of Christian domination in Palestine and Syria as a result
of the fall of Acre. In the Arahic Beitrage zur Geschiehte der MamluTc&nsultane,
edited by Zettersteen, p. 5, we find a Qasida on the fall of Acre which recurs
also in Ibn al-Fwcaii, p. 470.   Here the source  speaks of  _   I ~\\ 4_
while Wassaf refers  to

